
 

 
 

NIAA Grants Committee 2012 Round 1 
Tuesday 26 June 2012 at 10.45 am 

in the Council Chamber at Churchill House 
 
 
Members: 
 
Prof D Lambert (Leicester)  Chair 
 
Prof D Buggy (Ireland)   Representing BJA 
Dr P Clyburn (Cardiff)   Representing AAGBI 
Dr K Forrest (Leeds) Representing SEA UK, part meeting via tele-conference 
Mr D Hepworth    Lay Member, PLG, RCoA 
Dr M Nathanson (Nottingham)  Representing Anaesthesia 
Prof J Pandit (Oxford)   Representing DAS 
Dr P Razis (London)   Representing NASGBI 
Dr G Stocks (London)   Representing OAA 
Dr J Thompson (Leicester)  Representing BJA 
Dr C Weir (Dundee)   Representing ARS   
 
 
In attendance: 
Miss C Bunnell     NIAA Administrator 
 
 
 

M I N U T E S 
 
 
2012/R1/01 WELCOME 
The Chair welcomed committee members to the meeting. 
 
2012/R1/02 APOLOGIES 
There were no apologies for absence. 
 
2012/R1/03 DECLARATION OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
Committee members were reminded to declare any conflicts of interest. 
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2012/R1/04  CONSIDERATION OF AAGBI/ANAESTHESIA DEPARTMENTAL PROJECT GRANT 
PRESENTED BY DR PAUL CLYBURN AND DR MIKE NATHANSON 

 
Nine applications received in total. 
A sum of £205,296.03 was requested. 
Two awards made to the value of £45,841. 
Funded Projects 
 
Dr Andrew Conway Morris (Edinburgh) 
Characterising T-reg subgroup phenotypes in human sepsis. 
Funded to the requested sum of £23,968. 
 
Dr Robert Sanders (London) 
The impact of statins on perioperative mortality in noncardiac surgery in a United Kingdom 
database. 
Funded to the requested sum of £21,873. 
 
 
2012/R1/05  CONSIDERATION OF ARS HEATH FAMILY FUND PROJECT GRANT PRESENTED 

BY DR CAMERON WEIR 
 
Three applications received in total. 
A sum of £36,551.33 was requested. 
One award was made to the value of £14,675, pending the external reviewers’ approval of 
supplementary material relating to recent changes to the study. 
 
Funded Project 
 
Professor Helen Galley (Aberdeen) 
The effect of mitochondria targeted antioxidants on TRPV1 expression on dorsal root ganglion cells 
in paclitaxel induced neuropathy in vitro and in vivo. 
Funded to the requested cost of £14,675, pending reviewer approval. 
 
Note added by Grants Officer after the meeting: favourable response received and in consultation 
with Dr Weir award approved. 
 
 
2012/R1/06  CONSIDERATION OF BJA/RCoA PROJECT GRANT PRESENTED BY PROFESSOR 

DONAL BUGGY AND DR JONATHAN THOMPSON 
 
Nine applications received in total. 
A sum of £462,765.40 was requested. 
Two awards were made to the value of £114,310. 
 
 
Funded Projects 
 
Dr Iain Moppett (Nottingham) 
Feasibility and metabolic effects of carbohydrate loading in patients with fragility hip fracture – a 
randomized double blind pilot study. 
Funded to the requested sum of £64,310. 
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Dr Michael O’Dwyer (London) 
A characteristic cytokine gene expression signature may predict the development of post-operative 
pneumonia following major gastrointestinal surgery. 
Funded to the requested sum of 50,000. 
 
 
2012/R1/07  CONSIDERATION OF DAS PROJECT GRANT PRESENTED BY PROFESSOR JAIDEEP 

PANDIT 
 
Two applications received in total. 
A sum of £16,180 was requested. 
One award was made at a reduced amount to be negotiated with the DAS representative. 
 
Funded Project 
 
Dr Wendy King (Surrey) 
Bench study comparing three different emergency tracheal access devices in a porcine model. 
Funded at a reduced amount to be confirmed. 
 
 
ACTION The DAS representative to write to the unsuccessful applicant with advice on 

submitting grant applications. 
 
 
2012/R1/08 NASGBI PROJECT GRANT PRESENTED BY DR PLAT RAZIS 
Six applications were received in total. 
A sum of £54,257 was requested. 
One award was made to the value of £9,834. 
 
Funded Project 
 
Dr Martin Smith (London) 
Defining novel biomarkers of dysautoregulation after subarachnoid haemorrhage using non-invasive 
optical techniques. 
Funded to the requested sum of £9,834. 
 
 
2012/R1/09 OAA LARGE PROJECT GRANT PRESENTED BY DR GARY STOCKS 
 
Three applications received in total. 
A sum of £140,424.40 was requested. 
Three awards were made to the value of £92,610. 
 
Funded Projects 
 
Dr Nicola Beale (Oxford) 
Oxford Persisting Post-Operative Pain Study (OxPPOPS): the incidence and predictive factors of 
persisting pain one year after caesarean section. 
Funded at a reduced amount of £10,156. 
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Dr Catherine Ralph (Cornwall) 
Obstetric intra-operative cell salvage can reduce allogeneic blood consumption. 
Can cell salvage of vaginal blood loss contribute to a blood conservation strategy? 
Funded to the requested sum of £50,100. 
 
Professor Michael Wee (Poole) 
Quantification of the pressures generated during insertion of an epidural needle and subsequent 
imaging of the epidural space in labouring women of varying body mass indices. 
Funded to the requested sum of £32,354. 
 
2012/R1/10 OAA SMALL PROJECT GRANT PRESENTED BY DR GARY STOCKS 
 
Two applications received in total. 
A sum of £30,736 was requested. 
One award was made to the value of £15,750.  
 
Funded Project 
 
Dr Roshan Fernando (London) 
Does magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) correlate with severity of headache following accidental 
dural puncture (ADP) during epidural catheter placement for labour analgesia? 
Funded to the requested sum of £15,750. 
 
2012/R1/11 SEA UK PROJECT GRANT PRESENTED BY DR KIRSTY FORREST 
 
Two applications received in total. 
A sum of £10,170.60 was requested. 
No awards were made. 
 
ACTION: The SEA UK representative to write to applicants with advice on submitting grant 

applications. 
 
 
2012/R1/12 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
(i) The Chair asked committee members for their feedback on the assessment process and for 

their recommendations on how processes could be improved. No suggestions were received 
and the Committee thanked the Chair for all his work in managing the review process so 
efficiently. 
 

(ii) In turn, Committee members asked the Chair whether he encountered any issues in his role 
as Grant Officer. The Chair explained that the biggest difficulty lay in finding peer reviewers 
to assess the applications to deadline. He was currently aiming at a ten-week turnaround 
time and this was proving to be feasible. 
 

(iii) The Chair reported that he would contact funding partners to confirm the details of their 
finance contacts for award letters later that week. There would be a delay in sending out 
award letters to enable a response to the ARS grant for Professor Galley from the original 
reviewers. 
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